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UFQlogist-author
persists in the
face of ridicule
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iine Limes
' HIJKins peiIeves there are 4}-’!5,""!‘.1
! thp dizarre ovana 1T1eval procecure
i De.sevensaw ner “daughier” anc anotner
{ infant anc (Ae; promisec ner she woLic see
her aaif-human chiidren again someume
. Thes even iet her name the chiidrer. ¥hich.
! for iack of a better term. we shall call space
babes
It gets stranger
in another case, a man from Wisconsin
whom Hopkins calis Ed Duvall (not his real
name: recalied a “mussing time” expenence
n the early 1960s. In this and similar cases,
the men like Dyvall have dreams of being
“rapec” by female aliens. Some merely had
their sperm removed by means of a vacuum
device. It was all quite clinical
Duvall, described by Hopkins as handsome
anc 12 his 50s. 2 roving mechanic at a mine,
underwen: hypnotic regressior, at Hopkins’
direction. in January 1986. Eventualiy he
disciosed the “profoundly dxsn.rbmg mlng
that had been bothering him, the “rape.
whicn took place when he was lifted out of
his pic kLD truck, nsing into a blinding light.
A door opened, and they et him in.

His iption of the rwo aliens he first
vas similar. if not identical. to
cases' smallish, shapeg like
peopie. riund heads. “some kind of belt
around their middle.”

But the “profoundly disturbing” thing
occurred with another type of creature,
whrer Hopkins hypothesizes as a possible
human ‘alen half-breed. It was a “female of
the species, but she wasn't exactly like them
She was taller. She was buiit more like a
human being. Her head was larger than a

inieresting ibing were tne
demographics.”

Those who delieved in the exis-
tence of UFOs tended to be maies
between 30 and 49 who lived on -
ther coast. Most of them were col-
: lege educated. Of the 30 percent

who thought UFOs were imaginary
. {the remaining 21 percent were un-
decided), most were males over 50.
without college education. who lived
in the South.

Hopkins see much in this. “In oth-
er words,” he said, “you take your
average redneck and a UFO is going
10 be. somehow, an interrupter of all
his beliefs. An earlier poll showed
that 25 perceat of Americans didn't
believe that men walked on the
moon. I'll bet that 25 percent would
fit nto the 30 percent; it's a similar
. kind of issue.

“Skepticisin is not the probiem.”
Hopkins said “People say. ‘1 want
you to persuade me on this.' and
that's not my job. I'm here tc pre-
sent the matenal. I have had peopie
say, ‘Well, you should have done
this, you shouid have done that in
the investigation.’

“I'm doing all this out of pocket.
as @ side issue. at the same time
trying to be a busband and father. a
painter and sculptor, all at once. !
won't defend my generaiship in this;
I'm not George Washington. I'm try-
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normal woman's wouid be.” and she had no
hair. and was quite voluptuous

Hopkins has written two books on the
f human abductions by “grey” or
“marstmallow”-complexionec creatures,
who come nere aboard unidentified flying
objects. One of his “abductees™ s a
“prominent St Louis woman,” although
typically Hopkins refused to identify ner to
protect her privacy.

Hus first UFO book was “Missing Time,”
published in 1981 by Richard Marek
~ sPublishers. Late last year, “Intruders, the
Incredible Visitations at Copley Woods.” was
released. “Intruders” was published by
Random House in hard-cover. and by
Ballanune Books in paperback. The books
are all the rage in UFO circles.

Hopkins is a graduate of Oberlin College in
" Ohio. and his paintings and sculpture can be
found in numerous collections. including the
Whitney Museum of American Art and the
Guggenheim. He has residences in New York
and Cape Cod. and is married and has a
daughter.

UFO believers rave about
methodology and
says he began as a serious

skept: izations such as the
Commitiee for the Scientific | ion of

“The oaly thing I have problems
with is ridicule,” he said on his

CQlaims of the Paranormal pooh-poob his
work.

In the fall issue of 2 periodical. the
Skepuical Inquirer. there were debunking
Book reviews and articlés on alien
abductions by committee member Philip J.
Klass. 2 Washington aerospace editor who
finds no merit at all in Hopkins’ work.
Hopkins doesn't think much of Klass, either.

“In coming years. when psychotherapists
encounter patients who describe nightmares
invoiving cunous ‘sexual-medical
procedures’ performed by strange-iooking
Creatures and these patients express fears
that they are victums of an extraterrestrial
genetic experiment. it wouid de fitting if
their malaise were referred ic as ‘Hopkins
Syncrome. in honor of the author of
“Intruders.” ~ Klass wrote.

“While Budc Hopkins, a New York City
arust turned- UFClog:st and author. did not
invent ‘UF0 abductions,” witk his latest book
be has become the “Typhoic Man” of this
affiictior and in my opinion. one of is
incirect vicums.

~“1f you have ever experienced an hour or
two of ‘missing time’ when you iooked at
your watch and discovered it was much lager
thian you expected (as bappened to me while
writing this review), and if you have ever
kad a nightmare — even during childhood —
that i i then,

Hopkins calis Kizss — and others
mvoived with Skeptical Inquirer — “the
professiona! though' police ™ Reporiers who
beiitie his efors are giver the same

=

pr pover in St Louts.
“Be~ause if these people have
been through these experiences,
it's iike jaughing at an incest
victum. and it ain’t funny *

His critics have done no
invest:gation work on their own,
Hopk:ns said, including
psychological examinations of his
abductees. Last summer, chief
debunker Klass was at the same
Washington conference as
Hopkins and his principal
abductee. Kathie Davis, “and
another iarge group of abductees.
ve1 he refused to interview any of
those peopie even for five
minutes.

“An:. reperter would say. “Look
jet's just talk, have a cup of
coffee.” ” Hopkins said “This guy
refusec ic mee? with any of them.,
and he was aimost bumpifig 1ntc
them every five minutes. Ang ther
be wrote a book 2nd saic thes
were Liars anc boaxes anc maas
the whole thing up.”

_ Kiass, the skeptic, sees

“all this for the people who have
been attracted to Hopkins’ books
and investigations.

-victims." all of them show ‘a degree of

ydentity disturbence . . . and generaily
sufferec a lack of self-esteem. according to

the pevchoiogist whe adminisiered the tesis " -

Kiasc smd “Hopkins' avid interest in their
Stories mus’ uvegmzmmw
thewr self-esteem. A y, ali

= | IS,
uctors, Space Bab
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ing to be Paui Revere.”
/Two Organizations
. For UFO Sightings

For those who believe they have
ﬂmaﬂgnwdab’FOornvem

| books, here are addresses to for-
! ward the information.
| For sightings MUFON (Mutual
UFO Network),
. Road.-Sequin, Texas 78155; CUFOS
(Center for UFO Studies). 1955
John's Drive, Glenview, Il 60025.
~ To coatact Hopkins, write to him
in care of Bailantine Books, 20i
| East 50th.Street, New York. N.Y

— John M. McGuire
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would have nn)y himself to blame.
But he reports that hus earlier
book. ‘Missing Time,’ evoked
‘bundreds of letters’ {rom persons
who suspected that they too might
be "abduction victims' — and his
new book is likely to reach a much
larger audience.” )

The drawings of them that
appear in Hopkins' books, inspired
by those who believe they have
been abducted — “all sketches
courtesy Jim Lorenzen and the
National Enquirer,” said one
credit line — tend lo represent the
stylé of Steven Spielberg. Mos: are
varatiens of the special-effects
extraterrestrials in “Close
Encounters of the Third Kind™ —
big-headed. long-arme¢. spinciy,
with large, wide-set dark eyes

His books have what Hopkins
purports tc be photographic
evidence of the scars left behind
by genetic experiments, scooplike
marks. dating back 1o presumed
chiidnood abauctions. in almos?
every case, Hopkins outlines
abduction scenarios beginning at a

Budd Hopkins

‘generaily mild paranoia phenomena.’
Hopkins believes these iraits are the result of
iheir UFO encounters

“H Hopkins were the only victim of his
overwhelming desire i¢ believe i an

J
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Rathie Davis ve 17 mce suburban
neighbornovd of 1AL =3pols. which Hopkins
i#. 4 oods That name
entity u\e heen fictionalized to
protec: the woman and her family from
unprincipaled skeplics and the cunous. those
who would go out of iheir way 10 00k at the
vicims of a tragedy. of someone snaiched by
the occupants of unidennfied flyiag objects

In one of her last “shocking™ mscsuura.
she tola Hopkins that she saw ber “space”
daughter and other offspring ir dreamlike
situations — more of her "expeniences”
recalied through hypnosts.

Hopkins calls it (he “missing baby
syndrome.” and he behieves it is all part of
the aliens’ geneuc and reproductive
experiments, which they conducted on Davis
and all the others. In part. his account goes
like this “Everything about Kathie Devis’
long bistory of UFO expenences implies an
intense interest in her by a specific group of
UFO occupants.”

Time and again, Hopkias said, these
occupants involved themseives in Davis’ life
and the lives of members of ber famuly.

They showed her a littie girl when she was
abducted in October 1383, the product of
what Hopkins is convinced is the resuit of
their first sexual experiment with the
Indianapoiis woman.

“The central event in her dream
occurred when she was shown a tiny baby in
the presence of the same littie girl — now
older and taller — that she hac seen before.
But the most staggenng detail of ali was this
She was told that these children —
presumably her own — were but two of nine.
The implication was that since 1978, nine of
her ova had been taken. successfully
fertihized¢ and brought to term

“And in a strangels personal. human note.
she was tola that she would be aliowed to
name the chiidren.”

At this point. Hopkins said. any reager is
entitied to a Felix Frankfurier reaction. a
reference 10 the remarks of disbelief made
by the formerassociate justice when he was
first told about Nazi atrocities against Jews,
about the impossibility of believing anything
s0 incomprehensibie and borribie.

Philip Klass has certainiy mnnmed
unmoved. He wonders. given the apparent
superiority of these beings. why they would
select for their breecing expenments an
Indiana woman with a long history of
ailments — high blooc pressure. an irregular
heart beat, hepatitis. the removal of her gall
bladder. the collapse of a lung, back
pr and peralyzing anxiety

“My own suspicions are that Hopkins' own
gullibility made him an easy victim for a
ionely Midwes: divorcee who enjoys the
excitement of spinning tall tales to an eager
listener. especially an artist from New
York.” Klass said.

Hopkins, of course, is angered by such
remarks. “He said Kathie Davis made it ai!
up because she was leading such a drab life
He knows about ber life. He absolutely has
never met her: he's avoided her. And then
from the comfor of his living room. he
pronouncec her a cold-bicoded Liar.

“See. I'm not opposed to (skeptics)
exposing some kind of New-Ape channeier

who's ripping off a Southern California
widow: you know they're in that psychic
business making a fortune. There aren't two
people in UFO research who ever made as
much as $15.000 from this, and I'm one of
them.”

Insisting that he once was skeptical,
Hopkins said that hus reai “road to
Damascus” experience came on Cape Cod in
1964 while with fus former wife and a fnend
It was a daytime sighung of a UFO

“And I really had no interest in the subjec:
untl thar sighuing | thought the Air Force
hag anpouncec some sort of explanztion or
another.

The UFO came at them at eve level. and
nere he gesturec with mis hands. indicating
that 1t was tens-shapec at one point. (He
fiddies with hands a lot — the curse of 2
scuiputor he said

The UFC was 3 cuil. pewier coior
arcuiar, Witk no detalis. “Al one point a
cloud blew over it; it was like ashipina
cloud. It was going very slowly, and no one's

- saying UFO. And I said it has io be some kinc
of very big, flat balloon, much thinner and
wider.

“Whoosb, it crossed directly into the wind
mm!mmnﬂ. ‘My God, it's
one of those UFOs." ~

In his battle agans? disbelievers. Hopkins
enjoys citing s recent Gaiiup Poll or the
subject of UFOs “The majority (48 percen:
are on My side.” he smic “Thne most

See UFOs. Page I7
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